Generalized elastosis perforans serpiginosa in Down's syndrome.
Elastosis perforans serpiginosa is a rare disorder of epidermal perforation characterized by the extrusion of dermal elastic tissue through the epidermis. Its aetiology is unknown, but there is histological and biochemical evidence of an abnormality of elastic tissue. Three forms of elastosis perforans serpiginosa exist. It may be either idiopathic, iatrogenic, or, in approximately one quarter of cases, associated with certain genetically determined disorders of connective tissue. Cutaneous lesions appear between the ages of 6 and 20 years, and persist for 6 months to 5 years. They may be confined to one anatomic area, or less frequently are disseminated. We review the case of a 28-year-old woman with recent onset of unusually extensive elastosis perforans serpiginosa with co-existing Down's syndrome and (secondary) sclerosing cholangitis.